





Jeen luelh, rrd anager : 


TO WIDEN THE SALEM ROAD. 





A Commission Will Report to the Court 
in Favor of it. 

Messrs, Pierce Butler, Clarence Vail and 
James A. Russell, the gentlemen appointed 
by court to view and re port the condition 
of the mountain road leading from South 
Cannan to this city, attended to the duties 
of their appointment on Saturday last. 
Much of the roadway wasfound to be in 
excellent condition, but entirely too naz- 
row for a public highway ‘This was the 
case on the Canaan side of the mountain 
where the road for full one and a half 
miles will not average eight feet in width. 
It is impossible for teams to pass on any 
part of this portion of the road and travel- 
ing is consequently attended with con- 
siderable danger. The narrow road is 
travelled by the farmers who live along 
the foot of the mountain, but the average 
agriculturalist over the border will not run 


the risk which attends coming to this 
market over such an apology for a road- 


ay. 

At the Summit the viewers were met by 
a delegation of South Canaan farmers 
who are anxious to have the road made 
safe and passable; a number of Jefferson 
township taxpayers who were in favor of 
good roads, but objected to paying any 
more road tax than they are now paying; 
Supervisor Patrick Brown, of Carbondale 
township, and Supervisor John Kaiser, of 
Jefferson, ‘The viewers were interviewed 
by the entire party and the reasons filed 
for and against the improvement asked 
for were cleverly uttered. ‘The viewers, 
however, required no assistance, for they 
found all the facts right on the ground. 
At one point the road was not more than 
seven feet in width and only a skillful 
driver could guide a wagon through such 
anarrow pass. More than five miles of 
this mountain road is in the township of 
Carbondale and the expense of maintain- 
ing so much roadway through an unset- 
tled region ‘isa great burden upon the 
taxpayers of the district. 
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Last year Supervisor Brown did a great 
deal of work upon the road and would 
have done more had the township funds 
held out. About one-half mile of the east 
end of the road is in Jefferson township 
and two-thirds of the distance it is simpiy 
a water washed gulley and could be com- 
pared to nothing but the bed of a moun- 
tain stream during a severe drouth. Super- 
visor Kaiser said he had lived in the town- 
ship for forty-six years, had always known 
there was aroad over the mountain, but 
had never seen it before. He thought the 
Jefferson end of the road had been worked 
sometimes, but it was a good many years 
since. The road makers were all of the 


opinion that the road should be made. 


wider and they thought it could be done 
cheaply. The viewers are satisfied that a 
wider road was required and they will ree- 
commend that it be graded sixteen feet in 
width the entire distance. 

The mountain road if properly graded 
would make an easy route to this city from 
the finest and most productive farming 
region in Northeastern Pennsylvania, and 
hundreds of farmers who now cart their 
produce to Scranton or ship it at the 
Georgetown station on the E. & W. V. R. 
R. would come to this market. ‘Two thous- 
and dollars judiciously expended would 
make the mountain road as smooth and as 
free from steep grades as either of the hill 
roads leading from the central part of this 
city. The business men of this city wonld 
find the improvement of Salem road an in- 
vestment that would yield large returns 
ina few years. Give the farmers of South 
Canaan a good road and they will come to 
this city to do their trading. 
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